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Root Example sentence Notes 

COVER nutupin tutup Orang itu nutupin anak itu pake slimut.  

FILL ngisi ~ masukin isi ~ 

masuk 

Orang itu ngisi gelas ama air 

Orang itu masukin susu ke dalam gelas 

Some discussion about how to encode 

the water here. It was felt that one 

would just assume water was the thing 

to be filled into the glass and it would 

generally only be when something 

unexpected was going to be put into it 

that it would be overtly mentioned. 

LOAD Naro’ ~ 

masukin ~ isi ~ 

naikin 

taro’ ~ 

masuk ~ 

isi ~ naik 

?? It seems that all LOAD verbs have 

some kind of manner attached to them. 

Difficult to isolate one 

TIE ikat ikat Orang itu ikat kuda ke pohon  

POUR nuang tuang Orang itu nuang air ke dalam gelas  

PUT naro’ taro’ Orang itu naro’ buku di meja  

THROW ngelemper lemper Orang itu ngelemper batu ke jendela  

BRING mbawa bawa Cewe’ itu mbawa buku ke gurunya Note that BRING and CARRY 

represented by the same terms in 

Indonesian.  

CARRY mbawa bawa Cewe’ iti mbawa buku ke gurunya Most Indonesian expressions for 

carrying also entail something about the 

manner of carrying, e.g. over shoulders, 

carrying another person on back etc. 

bawa is the most likely term for 

‘mannerless’ CARRYing but is also the 

term for BRING.  



SEND ngirim kirim Cewe’ itu ngirim buku ke gurunya  

GIVE ngasi kasi Cewe itu’ ngasi buku ke gurunya  

SHOW ngasi liat 

~nunjukin 

Kasi liat ~ 

tunjuk 

Cewe’ itu ngasi liat buku ke temannya 

Cewe’ itu nunjukin buku ke temannya 

 

GET (= 

obtain) 

dapet dapet Cewe itu dapet buku dari gurunya  

STEAL nyolong ~ nyuri colong ~ 

curi 

Cewe itu nyolong buku dari kantor  

HIDE (= 

conceal) 

ngumpetin kumpet Cewe itu ngumpetin buku dari gurunya  

TEAR X 

from Y 

nyobek sobek Cewe itu nyobak kertas dari buku Note that TEAR has a variety of 

equivalents which depend on the kind of 

material being torn 

WIPE ngelap  Cewe itu ngelep debu  

CUT     

TOUCH     

HIT     

BEAT     

KILL,     

BREAK     

BUILD     

CALL (sb. a 

fool) 

    

SAY     

SHOUT     



TELL     

ASK     

TALK     

KNOW     

REMEMBER     

SEE     

LOOK     

FRIGHTEN     

FEAR 

(proxy: 

LIKE) 

    

LIKE     

SEARCH for 

(proxy: 

HUNT for) 

    

HUNT for     

MARRY     

MEET     

FOLLOW     

HELP,     

EAT,     

DRESS     

WASH 

(tr/intr) 

    



COUGH     

CLIMB     

SIT down     

SIT     

RUN     

JUMP     

COME     

GO (leave)     

SING     

LIVE (= 

dwell in) 

    

APPEAR     

HURT     

DIE     

FALL     

FREEZE (= 

be cold) 

    

BE 

HUNGRY 

    

RAIN     

     

RUB (X into 

Y) 

    

GATHER (he 

gathered 

    



cattle) 

OPEN     

BLINK (eye)     

WEEP     

DREAM     

ROLL (the 

ball rolls) 

    

BURN (the 

fire burns) 

    

SINK (the 

boat sank) 

    

BOIL (the 

water boils) 

    

SCREAM     

BE SICK     

BE DRY (the 

earth is dry) 

    

BE TALL     

Be a 

HUNTER 

    

     

FATHER     

MOTHER     

CHICKEN     

FLOWER     



HOUSE     

STONE     

CAR     

SEA     

SUN     

HEAD     

HAND     

HEART     

JOHN (or 

typical name 

of person) 

    

LONDON 

(or typical 

toponym) 

    

BE SHORT     

BE WET     

BE RED     

BE BLUE     

BE BIG     

BE SMALL     

BE YOUNG     

BE OLD     

BE HAPPY     

BE SAD     



BE FAST     

BE SLOW     

THREE     

ALL     

THIS     

HERE     

WHAT     

 


